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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-' 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Allowed Claims: 1-24, 31-32, 34-40, 47-53 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: none of the prior art 
alone or in combination disclose or teach of the claimed combination of limitations to warrant a 
rejection under 35 USC 102 or 103. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowable subject matter: none of 
the prior art alone or in combination disclose or teach of the claimed combination of limitations 
to warrant a rejection under 35 USC 102 or 103. 

Specifically regarding independent claim 1, none of the prior art alone or in combination 
disclose or teach of a micro-mirror device supported by a flexure spring wherein the flexure 
spring is configured to store potential energy during movement and to release kinetic energy to 
drive movement, specifically wherein the flexure spring has supports thereon attached to the 
micro-mirror and that space the micro-mirror from the flexure spring. 

Specifically regarding independent claim 13, none of the prior art alone or in combination 
disclose or teach of an array of micro-mirrors, wherein each micro-mirror is supported by a 
flexure spring wherein the flexure spring is configured to store potential energy during 
movement and to release kinetic energy to drive movement, specifically wherein the flexure 
spring has supports thereon attached to the micro-mirror. 

Specifically regarding claims independent claim 3 1, none of the prior art alone or in 
combination disclose or teach of a spatial light modulator, comprising a micro-mirror, wherein 
the micro-mirror is supported by a pliant flexure wherein the pliant flexure is configured to store 
potential energy during movement and to release kinetic energy to drive movement, specifically 
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wherein the pliant flexure comprises a flexure member supported on a post and supports on the 
flexure member for supporting the micro-mirror. 

Specifically regarding independent claim 47, none of the prior art alone or in combination 
disclose or teach of a micro-mirror device supported by a flexure spring wherein the flexure 
spring is configured to store potential energy during movement and to release kinetic energy to 
drive movement, specifically wherein the micro-mirror is supported on arms of the flexure 
spring, with supports connected between the arms and opposite corners of the micro-mirror and 
wherein the flexure spring comprises a plurality of flexures disposed side-by-side and 
substantially parallel to each other. 

Specifically regarding independent claim 53, none of the prior art alone or in combination 
disclose or teach of a micro-mirror device supported by a flexure spring wherein the flexure 
spring is configured to store potential energy during movement and to release kinetic energy to 
drive movement, specifically wherein the micro-mirror is supported on arms of the flexure 
spring, with supports connected between the arms and opposite corners of the micro-mirror, the 
supports spacing the micro-mirror from the arms of the flexure spring, and wherein the flexure 
spring comprises a plurality of flexures disposed substantially parallel to each other. 

Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica T. Stultz whose telephone number is (571) 272-2339. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Mack can be reached on 571-272-2333. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jessica Stultz 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2873 

February 28, 2006 
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